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reforms is always attended with social revulsions and long continuing prostration. To-day is only
better than yesterday in so far as it profits by yesterday s experience, and civilization is a thing of
slow and continuous growth. I say, therefore, that the Democratic party, in its adherence to the
Constitution as it is; in its obedience to the mandates and instructions of its authors; in its devotion
to the past as the safest and best guide for the future, is a truly progressive organization, more
certain than any other, in the end, to lead the nation forward far in the vanguards of the age. The
Radicals, upon the other hand, look exclusively to the future. Their policy is purely present and
original. They are a band of reformers, with new schemes, new doctrines, and new purposes to
promulgate and establish. However attractive...
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