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Cuvillier Verlag Nov 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Farming activities are one of several driving forces which lead to
continuous deterioration processes of tree and bush savannahs in the Kavango Region of North-eastern Namibia. However, these activities are
closely connected with securing subsistence needs of farm households (peasant farmers). Though the number of undernourished people declined in
Namibia, a considerable portion of the population is still aCected by malnutrition today. In this context the present study aims to assess long-term
eCects of farm household strategies on deterioration processes and food security by identifying a) objectives of farm households, b) their most
prevailing on-farm and oC-farm activities, c) optimal farm household strategies and d) policy-induced changes. These objectives are tackled by
developing a multi-annual programming optimisation model of a typical village that includes relevant bio-physical features. This model is
theoretically based on the farm household model of Barnum and Squire. However, it is supplemented by features from Chayanov and Low. As a
second theoretical pillar the model considers aspects of bio-economics in order to reflect economic and environmental dynamics. Semi-structured
interviews and a traditional conjoint-analysis served as data collection exercises for diCerent model parameters. Generally, results of the modelling
approach indicate that a) optimal farm household strategies include a high diversity of activities and b) farm households are highly attracted by
activities with a low labour demand. Obviously, family labour is one of the most prominent limiting factors. Since this factor might be threatened by
several socioeconomic developments in the future, it seems to be of high relevance to a) promote labour-saving activities and b) support the use of
labour-saving devices. 272 pp. Englisch.
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