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starvation, a portion must be derived from the metabolism of the tissues, that is, from the nucleo-
proteins of the disintegrated cells, and is therefore independent of the food supply. A third source of
uric acid is probably the product of normal cell metabolism of the tissues; for hypoxanthine is
always present with creatine and lactic acid in the juice of muscle, and is converted by oxidation
into uric acid. The synthesis of the purine bases within the organism is still involved in obscurity.
That the living cell can effect this synthesis is proved by the presence of nucleo-proteins in young
q:.‘_') DOWNLOAD PDF animals from food containing no purine derivatives. CHAPTER VI THE PROTEINS The general
properties of the proteins and their reactions have been described in Vol. I, p. 235. In the present
chapter it is proposed to consider in greater detail the...
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