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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. A
Treatise of Human Nature (1738-40) is a book by Scottish philosopher David Hume, considered by many to be Hume s most important work and one
of the most influential works in the history of philosophy. The Treatise is a classic statement of philosophical empiricism, skepticism, and naturalism.
In the introduction Hume presents the idea of placing all science and philosophy on a novel foundation: namely, an empirical investigation into
human nature. Impressed by Isaac Newton s achievements in the physical sciences, Hume sought to introduce the same experimental method of
reasoning into the study of human psychology, with the aim of discovering the extent and force of human understanding. Against the philosophical
rationalists, Hume argues that passion rather than reason governs human behaviour. He introduces the famous problem of induction, arguing that
inductive reasoning and our beliefs regarding cause and effect cannot be justified by reason; instead, our faith in induction and causation is the
result of mental habit and custom. Hume defends a sentimentalist account of morality, arguing that ethics is based on sentiment and passion rather
than reason, and famously declaring that reason is, and ought only to be the slave to the passions. Hume also offers a skeptical theory of personal
identity and a compatibilist account of free will. Contemporary philosophers have written of Hume that no man has influenced the history of
philosophy to a deeper or more disturbing degree, and that Hume s Treatise is the founding document of cognitive science and the most important
philosophical work written in English. However, the public in Britain at the time did not agree, and the Treatise was a commercial failure. Deciding
that the Treatise had problems of...
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