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dared withhold. Thus spoke the Chief, and from his girdle drew His brazen bugle-horn, and loudly blew: Shrill rung the strain, and instant from
without, Responsive rose the impatient robbers shout, Fierce noshed the ruFian band, and burst within, With mingling curses and terrific din, Like
straining bloodhounds round the Chief they stood, And watched the signal for the work of blood. Brandished aloG the robbers weapons gleam, And,
flashing, glance beneath the taper s beam, While partially the broken rays illume Their rugged features, shaded by the plume That o er each brow
imparts a deeper gloom. Pale--trembling now, the ladies start aside, And crowd in fearful groups around the bride; The guests recoil afraid--e en
Arden shrinks, And on his knee a faltering suppliant sinks: Oh! I have wronged you, but in hour like this, When sparkles at my lip the cup of bliss, Can
you behold it yet untasted shine And dash it down? Thus was it dashed from mine; Thus did you blast each lingering hope, and steal The last sole joy
my wounded soul could feel, And thus will I your budding hopes destroy And blight them ere they ripen into joy. Oh, Arden, you have driven me to
deeds At which my soul revolts, my nature bleeds, For you have severed the last tie could bind My soul in amity with humankind. Stripped--exiled--
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