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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 232 x 156 mm. Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.The Rajputs ruled the vast majority of the kingdoms that were joined together aEer Indian independence to form the state of
Rajasthan, Land of Kings. An important part of Rajput religion is the worship of heroes who have died in battle. This practice has attained new
significance in recent years, as right-wing Hindu activists have deployed narratives about heroism in Rajput wars with Muslim emperors. In this
book, Lindsey Harlan explores the idea of the Rajput hero. She is particularly interested in the role played by gender in stories about heroes and in
their worship. She looks at the diGerences between female and male storytellers, the relationships of the hero to the women in his tale, and the
relationship of the hero to the goddess for whom he is both sacrifice and henchman. She obtains her materials from interviews with Rajput families
and their servants, from songfests, from bystanders at shrines, from ritual specialists. Ultimately she shows how heroic traditions encapsulate and
express ideals of perfection and masculinity, defined most visibly against the backdrop of domesticity and femininity. More broadly she argues that
heroes reflect ever-changing valuations of history, and serve as sources of inspiration for facing contemporary challenges (domestic, communal,
national) and concerns about the future.
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