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illustrated. 1978 Excerpt: . . . long-term), and fuel inventory charge. It was not possible to determine with any degree of certainty whether the busbar
power cost differentials noted in Table 4. 1 could be attributable to differences in assumptions as to the future prices of coal and transport. The
NERA study was reasonably detailed insofar as it identified sources of coal, accordingly to Bureau of Mines regions, and assumed cost escalation
factors were stated unambiguously. A least-cost optimization model was said to have been used to determine coal flows. The EPRI and Komanoff
studies lacked equivalent documentation. Other studies or models of coal flows, ones with which NERAs results might conceivably be contrasted,
were not considered for this analysis. 4. 2J Capital Costs The economic factor most often mentioned as the major nuclear parameter is its capital
cost. Building a kilowatt of nuclear capacity is estimated to cost from 15 to 30 percent more than building a kilowatt of coal-fired capacity. In the
three studies compared in Table 4. 1, it was estimated by Komanoff that a kilowatt of nuclear capacity would cost 26 percent more, by NERA, 24
percent more, and EPRI, 17 percent more. These are national averages; there is very little regional variation in these relationships. In considering
capital cost estimates, it is important to note not only the relationships between nuclear and coal investment figures but also the magnitude of these
estimates. In this regard, Komanoffs national average for nuclear, |, 200kw (1985 dollars, 1150 Mw), is 14 percent higher than the...
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