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*****The night was sweltering hot, even for Hong Kong. The town clock had just chimed a quarter-past ten, and though the actual sound of the
striking had died away, the vibration of the bells lingered for nearly half a minute on the murky stillness of the air. In spite of the exertions of the
punkah coolie, the billiard-room of the Occidental Hotel was like the furnace-doors of Sheol. Benwell, of the Chinese Revenue cutter Y-Chang, and
Peckle, of the English cruiser Tartaric, stripped nearly to the buff, were laboriously engaged upon a hundred up; while Maloney, of the San Francisco
mail-boat, and I, George De Normanville, looked on, and encouraged them with sarcasms and utterly irrational advice. We are delighted to publish
this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and
therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of
literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of
the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been
meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to
ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
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