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Outskirts Press, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.LA VITA E TRISTE, MA PURE
BELLA! (LIFE IS DIFFICULT, BUT ALSO BEAUTIFUL!) This story depicts the life and times of an amazing woman of Italian descent, Maria Elena
Francesca Calabria, who faced many diFicult situations in her eighty-seven-years of living in Italy and America. Throughout those years, Maria
experiences much sadness and many very humorous situations. The reader recognizes that the common pattern of life is that the same things that
bring us joy will also at some point in life bring us sorrow. My story will take the reader on Maria s journey from rags to riches and then from riches
to rags. Maria s life followed a winding road that took her to a strange land where she learned a little about prejudice and a lot about courage,
strength, perseverance and love. These years also covered some political history of Italy during the time when Benito Mussolini was a rising star.
Maria and her brothers were very lucky to have left Italy just before Mussolini s liaison with Adolf Hitler, and just before the arrival of the Nazis. Maria
s first American residence was in the little town of Madison, New Jersey, where she met and married Pellegrino Marra. The reader will travel with
Maria from Madison, New Jersey to a section of Newark, New Jersey, known as Newark s Little Italy. Newark s Little Italy proved to be an Italian-
based city with many unique commodities and denizens. For example, there were some interesting characters that walked the streets of Newark
selling fresh goods. This was a city where the locals had the ability to buy fresh tripe and fresh lamb s head from a man known as U Trippaiole.
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