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***x* Set in the seventeenth century on frontier land later to become part of Connecticut, The Wept of Wish-Ton-Wish is a fairly realistic story of the
early American wilderness experience. Captain Mark Heathcote, a widower now for more than twenty years, decides (for religious reasons never
fully particularized) to leave the Massachusetts Bay Colony and resettle in a fertile valley of the Connecticut Territory, not far from Fort Hartford.
The new settlement is called Wish-Ton-Wish, a name which, the author claims, is the Indian term for whippoorwill. [Doubt has been cast on Cooper s
translation of the word, but this disagreement is unimportant here, for the name has no bearing on the action of the novel.] A sturdy, resolute
Puritan who had served in the English civil war, Captain Heathcote has also the more humble Christian qualities of forgiveness for evildoers and
submission to the will of God. When his wife (his junior by some twenty years) had died in childbirth on the very day the Heathcotes had landed in
the New World, the captain had overcome his grief enough to christen the baby boy with the meaningful name of Content. Now that he feels
compelled to resettle, late in life, he does so without bitterness or rancor. With him go a considerable household including his son and the latter s
wife, Ruth Harding Heathcote, a girl with many of the qualities required of a good wife and a good mother on the frontier. As several years pass,
Wish-Ton-Wish grows and prospers. Content Heathcote takes over more and more of the responsibility for the management of the settlement while
his aging father remains the moral guide of the little community. The old Puritan...
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